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A couple of years ago, a strange thing started to happen to the PC. Perhaps it was driven by shiny cases and high-tech cases where Apple computers were in expense, or extraordinary boxes, A ¢ 4,— A "stylish" that PC manufacturers like Dell, Gateway and HP started calling State-of-the-art drawings. Perhaps someone was inspired by contorted paint
jobs that you can find at any personalized car show. But whatever the cause, PC owners (and some Mac owners) started to customize their cases . Over time, the hobby collected the name A ¢ 4,— & "Moding, A ¢ 4,— and the people who have moddated their cases collected the title of A ¢ 4,—~ A" modders.a ¢ 4,— Not to place a point on it too well, but
modder mod I their PCs. Sometimes it's a inlaid wood box that blends with the decor of a luxury office. More often, modding is modding ~ Excess excess geek exercise. For a perfect example of a custody-mod custody did not get out of control, see what he did Extremetech publishers in Geeks I just want to have boarding were inspired by the Mouse
mat of Giganta Ray Evergliguri. The only fundamental rule of modding: your imagination should be the only limit to what you can do to the housing of your PC. Some airbrush modders incredible designs on a basic box and everything you saw on a hot rod or Harley - from flames to the skulls to the American flag - it was made for a PC. One of the most
popular mods, so popular you can buy kit to make it easier, involves cutting a window in case and install a plastic window that exposes to intrive inquotes, cables, cards and water cooling tube gently illuminated by Hidden lamps. Experienced modders simply start. Then, while bug bugs, they acquire ability to be useful in any personalized car store,
from wiring to welding to prepare a case for a mirror paint job. These days, classic mods like incandescent fans, cold cathode light kits and case windows have become cheap and easy, packaged with instructions on your local computer store for less than $ 10. They a great place for Start.G4TechTV Yoshi (a former colleague of mine during my STint to
TechTV) is a modemous worth mentioning. If you haven't seen it, he controls Yoshi's Boxx, a completely deceived game pc that also has a 2600 atari system, Nintendo Entertainment Entertainment, Microsoft Xbox, Nintendo GameCube and Sony PlayStation 2. In a word: Wow! And then there are really excessively superior mods that seem to be built
by Hollywood's models in their hours. A refined example is called Matrix Rebirth 8.0. Think "the matrix" meets a modeling kit A ¢ &4,— "all with a PC inside. You can find some basic mods on the rack of your local computer store, from the windows kits to fans that have LED lights . At around $ 10, the basic mod kits are an excellent place to start.
Simple still, start with a design of the case you like, if it is a wonderful aluminum marvel or a plastic case that strongly resembles the Tux , the Linux.Then penguin go to broken; the most crazy (or more obsessy) is better. Some modders will pass hours and hours to get their right case. Discover the MOD CRAZY CUSTOM CASE EXTREMETECH
contest (make sure you check the 19-hour entries in Meet the Striggers.) And having fun! What are you doing with that Bland, beige computer sitting under your desk? Because not tear it, seize the case, insert a window, illuminate the interiors, add some fans, Overclock and put it in an incredible piece of Mac Chinari who can take a proud place at
the top of your desk, where can people see and admire it? This is exactly what is happening in the world of Of the computer, a realm of a underground time moving gradually in mainstream.Modding, in essence, is taking a computer and making it more impressive. While the simple update can be considered Modding, the term is used to refer to push
the PC to the performance limits overclocking the CPU, the graphics card and other components. This also means adding the cooling needed to keep the system overclocched by the torrent his transistors and visually visually The case and peripherals adding or changing lights, adding windows, painted and otherwise adding a flair.modders are a
savage race, and will do everything to cut simple shapes from standard PC cases to build whole, theme A ¢ &4,—A Casesa ¢ & — of them, like the PC motorcycle or a glowing PC. I Geek I want to have fun, and would go to extremes to get it. Why © mod? When I invite those uninitiated to the world of modding up to my room on the computer and display
them, say, a Pentium 4 water-cooled system with a large window, four fans and ultraviolet lighting inside, the first question is almost always: why ©? A method for modreasitA is started it all with the desire to get more of our systems than the average web surfer. With the explosion of the overclocking phenomenon (to navigate components such as
CPU, GPU, memory, and other gears so that they are executed more quickly than they are specified for operation), the reducers are sauteed in goose of their PCS components. It turns out that the creation of chips run more quickly causes them to generate heat than their stock chillers have been designed to dissipate, so overclockers have started to
engage (and often crafting their own) aftermarket chillers. They also cut fans extra holes in their cases to keep the internet that Chilly.Pandora has been opened the PC box. Here they were cutting our cases, when someone (I have no idea who) had the idea of cutting a real window in the box, so people could peer in a case as it worked. Soon, modders
were going to car parts components and obtaining 12 V fluorescent tubes to illuminate their systems. Why do they do it? Well why not? Why do people put the strips of racing and the effects of the ground on their cars? Why do people paint their homes? The simple answer is to create something visually surprising, undeniably cool - and something
unique. The most modern are players and players commit themselves into LAN (local network). There are Fest LAN so that players can meet and play multiplayer games with or against each other on a local network, without latency that often appreciates the game on the Internet. Participants carried their computers to agreed locations (often the
hotel's banquet halls), where they are side by side and often compare the PC specifications. Bring a visually modified box is a great way to start conversations, excitement woo and stand out from the crowd. For low-down holidays on LAN parties, see Extreme Tech's having a LAN.TYPICAL MODSTHERE party are two types of mod: functional mods
and visual mods. The functional modes alter the performance or operational parameters of the computer and include changes such as overclocking and cooling a system. Some people take into consideration the possibility of changing the bios settings of a computer and optimizing the Windows XP settings (or those of any operating system is installed)
for maximum performance as a form of modding.Specific Functional Mods include: A ¢ 4,— & ¢ Air cooling of the case. The addition of blowholes and fans to the case increases the flow of air through the structure, lowering the room temperature in the case. A, & ¢ Air cooling of the main components. Aftermarket air chillers are widely available to
bring a much more efficient cooling for the CPUs and much more efficient GPUs, allowing overcalling the Bejeezus from them without burning them out. - Liquid cooling The main components. Adding a liquid cooling system from a kit or withdrawing parts of the hose and making it alone, it is a great safeguard against the heat caused A typical liquid
cooling system includes a radiator, a pump and water blocks on the CPU, and sometimes at the GPU and to Northbridge.&, 4,— & ¢ electronic CPU cooling. This is done using a Peltier element, which is a flat bearing that uses electronics to quickly transfer heat from the side A ¢ a,— A"Cold" to the side A ¢ 4,— A "Hot", where a Air cooler draws it into
the air in case. A ¢ 4,— & ¢ Adding a modular power supply. Modular power supplies allow you to use only the power cables that the system has absolutely needed, reducing the amount of wiring in the system and e airflow.A ¢ & ¢ Added rounded data cables. How to get rid of those tape cables for IDE and SCSI units and their replacement with
rounded cables increases airflow through modding case.visual is tons of fun and consists of doing anything that increases the aesthetics of the System, transforming it into a hot rod. Adding windows, illuminated fans, strobe lights that react to UV-reactive data cables or, or building a sort of mind-blowing case from scratch, are mods mods.visual visual
include: A ¢ & ¢ cut a window in the system. Modders literally cut a hole in the side of the computer frame, buy a transparent plastic sheet like Plexiglas and used to create a window in computer recesses. Some modders cut simple rectangles, while others create incredibly complex and intricate patterns.A ¢ & ¢ Lighting the internal case. All kinds of
lights exist to add lighting inside a housing, from cold LED cathodes, from blue power supplies turned on fans.A ¢ & ¢ addition of colored and UV-reactive components. Mothers and managers manufacturers of other components now satisfy modders, using circuits of various colors and even bright, UV-reactive colors of things like PCI and AGP slots
and others ¢ custom cases construction sockets.A ¢. Modders build cases on all sorts of things. IA ve cases built entirely of transparent plastic seen, or built by old stereo components, a hamster case, a wooden or wooden bathtub. And I also saw the Caseless ¢ computers to whose components were mounted on the walls! A, ¢ painting. Why settle for
beige when you can strip the naked computer and paint the case any color you like? Modders paint solid colors, create cold marble models and even make a little surprising serigraphy work.Modding Goes mainstreamthere was a time when modders had to invent practically everything they are needed. The cooling water request jury-rigging its own
pump and the pipe of the network; If you wanted a grid for your new fan case, it's one cut off the metal windows screen. As things are changed.today, the construction of a modern system is as easy as going shopping (see sidebar: shopping for parts). You can protect pre-modded cases of all shapes and sizes, from small, cubes, mini-PC cases for
surprising towers with incredible windows and front panels that look like heads.accessories alien are also easy to find. It will no longer be necessary to make your splicing to add lighting for a case; Now the lights are available with Molex connectors for standard PC power supply. Water cooling systems are available in kits with everything you need at
hand. Fans are pre-illuminated, with an incredible assortment of fan grills available. Building a moded PC is a simple question of assembly such as parts.Now, if thatA ¢ s chear depends on how you look at it. If you buy and assemble a windowed case, lit fans, a cold cathode lighting tube and a water cooling kit, you have really moddled anything;
However, youA ¢ You created a system that appears and works much better than the average office workstation. But for many Hardcore PC enthusiasts, modding means Making it Yourself.The Amazing Modding CommunityIf You want to learn a lot more about modding, the best thing to do is to check modding websites, and lurking and possibly join
moddersA ¢ notice board. The Modding Community is a wonderful, flourishing, nice group, incredibly accepting A ¢ NewbiesA ¢ as long as it gives you ask questions that are covered in dozens of previous threads.In in addition to Extremetech, it is also possible to control out sites like bit- Tech and gideontech.modding is a Incredibly challenging and
at the gratifying end for people who are passionate about their PC. Hunting the Plainest case you can find, and cut and paint in something extraordinary. Push the pc to the maximum, chill hecked out of it, and make it look like a wonderful work of art. After the first project, youA ¢ 11 is hooked.joel Durham ]Jr. is a freelance and editor writer. He is also
the game editorialist for MicrosoftA ¢ s s XP Expert Zone and wrote books on construction and optimizing PCs, including a next mannequins title. Joel was the elderly technical editor for CNET gamcenter, a victim of the Dot-Com Implosion. He wrote hundreds of features, news articles, columns and reviews that focus on the technical side of the PCs,
specializing in multimedia and games. Joel lives in Upstate New York with his wife and children. sons.
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