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Braunton	burrows	public	information



​	Special	Areas	of	Conservation	³	Designated	​	Special	Area	of	Conservation	(SAC)	PaÃs	England	Devon	Centroid*	SS451348	Latitude	51.0911	Longitude	-4.2122	SAC	³	EU	UK0012570	Status	Designated	​	Special	Area	of	Conservation	(SAC)Ã	rea	(ha)	1339.74	*	This	is	the	approximate	central	point	of	the	SAC.	In	the	case	of	large,	linear	or	composite
sites,	this	may	not	represent	the	location	³	where	a	function	occurs	³	within	the	SAC.	Location	³	Braunton	Burrows	SAC	CarÃocter	of	general	site	Coastal	sand	dunes,	sandy	beaches,	Machair	(85%)	Shingle,	marine	cliffs,	islets	(1%)	Inland	water	bodies	(standing	water,	running	water)	(1%)	Heath,	Scrub,	Maquis	and	Garrigue,	Phygrana	(3%)	Improved
grassland	(5%)	Wide	leaf	deciduous	forest	(5%)	Annex	I	habitats	that	are	a	main	race³n	the	selection	of	this	great	site	³	the	south-west	of	England	contains	a	substantial	area	of	³	vegetation	of	³	dunes,	including	representative	habitats	examples	of	the	largest	of	the	major	variants	found	in	the	south-west	of	the	United	Kingdom.	There	are	a	good
number	of	specialized	plants	that	are	unique	to	this	regionÃ	³	n,	such	as	the	Portland	³n	sponge	Euphorbia	portlandica,	the	sea	³	Euphorbia	paralias	and	the	marine	holly	Eryngium	maritimum.	Transitions	to	the	loose	dune	and	fixed	dune	are	a	prominent	feature	of	this	site.	Braunton	Burrows,	in	southwest	England,	is	one	of	the	largest	dunes	sites	in
the	UK	and	is	of	particular	importance	because	it	is	virtually	intact	and	still	active.	There	are	very	extensive	areas	of	species-rich	calcÃ	rea	dune	meadows	with	good	examples	from	a	variety	of	important	communities.	Short	grass	areas	are	extremely	rich	in	herbs	and	lichens,	including	a	number	of	rare	species	nationwide.	Blooming	herbs	such	as
Thymus	large	thyme	pulegioides,	the	comÃn	Ononis	repens	and	pÃojaro	comÃn	Â	​	s-pie-trefoil	Lotus	corniculatus	are	locally	dominant.	Braunton	Burrows	is	one	of	the	largest	sites	of	virtually	intact	dunes	in	the	UK	and	is	representative	of	With	Salix	Repends	SSP.	Argentea	in	the	southwest	of	England.	Habitat	is	scattered	throughout	the	site	and	is
part	of	a	complex	mosaic	of	vegetation	that	contains	willow	crawling,	including	early	and	ripe	successive	stages	of	loose	dunes	vegetation.	There	are	transition	stages	between	this	type	and	further	rummer	vegetation.	Braunton	Burrows	is	one	of	the	largest	virtually	intact	dunes	sites	in	the	United	Kingdom,	with	an	exceptionally	large	surface	of	hard
dunes,	which	represents	an	important	part	of	the	national	resource.	The	scales	have	been	trained	in	sand	rich	in	bases	and	are	rich	in	species	such	as	Pennywort	Hydrocotyle	vulgaris,	Helleborina	Epipactis	palustris	and	winter	green	of	round	leaves	pyrola	rotundifolia.	The	types	of	vegetation	range	from	those	with	almost	permanent	water	to	those
dominated	by	scrubs.	The	site	contains	representative	examples	of	most	communities	of	rich-rich	scales	in	bases	of	southwestern	England,	namely	those	characterized	by	the	Salix	Repends	SSP	willow.	Argentea,	those	with	briofites	or	those	with	yorkshire	fog	Holcus	lanatus.	1395	PETALOPHYLLUM	RALFSII	A	great	population	has	been	recorded
(around	3000	thalli)	from	Petalophyllum	Ralfsii	in	Braunton	Burrows,	one	of	the	two	sites	selected	for	this	species	in	southwestern	England.	There	are	extensive	habitats	of	open	dunes	of	the	types	that	this	species	needs	to	survive.	Applications	of	Application	II	present	as	eligible	feature,	but	not	as	the	main	reason	for	the	site	selection,	many
designated	sites	are	found	on	private	land:	the	inclusion	of	a	site	in	these	pages	does	not	imply	any	public	access	right.	Braunton	Burrows	is	a	dunes	system	on	the	north	coast	of	Devon,	located	between	the	beach	of	Saunton	Sands	and	Braunton.	Braunton	Burrows	is	the	largest	sand	dunes	system	England	and	is	particularly	important	ecologically	as
it	includes	a	full	range	of	dune	plant	communities,	with	more	than	400	species	of	vascular	plants.	For	example,	this	is	one	of	only	two	sites	in	the	UK	for	the	Sandbowl	Sandbowl	Sandinella	arenaria,	which	is	found	in	the	wet	trousers	of	the	dunes.	The	Braunton	Burrows	welcomes	dog	walkers,	but	asks	that	the	dogs	be	kept	under	control	because	of
the	birds	nesting	on	land	and	grazing	livestock.	It	is	important	that	you	pick	up	after	your	dogs	as	waste	can	have	a	detrimental	effect	on	the	environment.	Horses	are	also	welcome.	The	Burrows	is	often	used	by	the	military	for	training	purposes	so	that	you	can	see	or	hear	vehicles	and	blur	bullets	fired.	The	Route	The	hike	starts	and	ends	at	the
Braunton	Burrows	parking	lot	on	Sandy	Lane.	Exit	the	parking	lot,	head	west	towards	Burrows	through	the	front	door	and	follow	the	signs	to	South	West	Coastal	Path.	After	a	short	walk	the	coastal	road	leads	to	the	right,	but	you	will	continue	through	another	set	of	gates	and	into	the	Burrows.	Please	note	that	there	are	no	signs	on	the	Burrows,	but
the	route	follows	a	clear	and	defined	vehicle	track.	The	runway	is	mostly	sandy,	but	can	be	muddy	in	some	parts	and	is	prone	to	water	cutting	during	the	winter	months.	The	route	takes	you	to	Burrows,	where	you	will	turn	right,	following	a	track	that	follows	mainly	the	perimeter	fence.	The	burrows	are	divided	into	three	zones	and	the	walk	takes
place	in	zone	2,	so	be	careful	not	to	cross	any	fence.	Eventually,	the	track	will	circle	around	and	you	will	find	yourself	back	on	the	track	where	you	started	your	journey.
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