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Medieval	warfare	had	no	organization,	no	personnel	service,	no	hierarchy	of	command,	and	no	codes	of	military	law.	Machiavelli	changed	all	that.	Discipline	was	most	important	to	him.	He	believed	that	war	is	war,	fighting	without	any	restrictions	and	victory	is	the	ultimate	goal	that	should	subordinate	all	other	considerations.	To	this	end,	Machiavelli
introduced	a	systematic	concept	of	troop	formation	that	was	almost	unheard	of	until	then.	The	Art	of	War	was	widely	read	and	highly	regarded	throughout	the	16th	century.	It	was	one	of	Frederick	the	Great's	favorite	books;	Napoleon,	Saint-Cyr	and	Clausewitz	held	him	in	high	esteem.	Like	The	Prince	and	the	Discourses,	it	is	written	vividly	and
concisely.	But	most	importantly,	The	Art	of	War	addresses	most	of	the	fundamental	questions	that	military	theorists	continue	to	wrestle	with	today,	making	it	essential	reading	for	any	student	of	military	history,	strategy,	or	theory.	“Christopher	Lynch	has	produced	the	best	and	first	thorough	translation	of	Machiavelli's	The	Art	of	War.	With	helpful
footnotes,	an	excellent	introduction,	interpretive	essay,	glossary,	and	index,	this	is	a	treasure	for	readers	of	military	history	and	Renaissance	thought,	as	well	as	Machiavelli	fans."	-Harvey	Mansfield,	Harvard	University	"Christopher	Lynch's	new	translation	of	Machiavelli	The	Art	of	War	is	very	well	connected	to	the	necessary	corrections	of	existing
translations	and	the	less	thorough	analysis	of	this	historically	important	text	by	previous	commentators.	It	has	the	potential	to	become	the	standard	English	version	of	an	important	historical	document.	The	College	of	War	Aphorisms	from	The	Art	of	War	by	Nicolas	Machiavelli	•	Victory	in	battle	will	undo	all	your	other	transgressions.	Likewise,	if	you
lose	one,	all	the	good	things	you	did	before	become	wasted.	•	Because	handling	weapons	is	a	beautiful	sight,	it	is	pleasing	to	young	men	•	Knowing	how	to	fight	made	men	braver	because	it	is	nothe	is	afraid	to	do	what	he	thinks	he	has	learned.	Therefore,	the	ancients	wanted	their	citizens	to	be	trained	in	every	act	of	combat.	•	Remaining	in	garrison,
soldiers	are	held	in	fear	and	punishment;	when	then	they	are	led	to	war	with	hope	and	reward.	•	Undoubtedly,	feisty	and	disorderly	people	are	much	weaker	than	timid	and	orderly	people.	For	order	drives	away	fear	from	men,	and	disorder	reduces	cruelty.	•	Never	lead	your	warriors	into	battle	without	first	confirming	their	spirit	and	learning	that
they	are	fearless	and	orderly;	and	never	check	them	out	unless	you	see	them	hoping	to	win.	•	Every	little	advantage	matters	a	lot	when	people	have	to	fight.	•	In	war,	you	know	best	how	to	spot	an	opportunity	and	seize	it.	•	In	the	military	and	for	every	ten	people	there	must	be	one	more	vital,	more	sincere	or	at	least	more	authoritative,	who	by	his
spirit,	word	and	example	strongly	supports	others	and	is	determined	to	fight.	•	In	war,	discipline	can	do	more	than	fury.	•	Sometimes,	when	a	battle	is	going	on,	it	was	very	important	to	spread	the	word,	announce	the	death	of	an	enemy	captain,	or	defeat	another	part	of	the	army.	He	gave	victory	to	the	one	who	used	it	many	times.	•	It's	much	better
to	tempt	fate	where	it	may	treat	you	favorably	than	to	see	your	certain	death	pass	without	tempting	it.	•	Nothing	is	more	likely	than	what	the	enemy	thinks	you	can't	do.	•	The	greatest	cure	against	the	plans	of	the	enemy	is	to	do	what	he	plans	voluntarily,	but	you	do	it	by	force.	•	Never	believe	an	enemy	doesn't	know	how	to	run	his	business.	Indeed,	if
you	want	to	be	less	deceived	and	endure	less	danger,	the	weaker	the	enemy	or	the	less	cautious	the	enemy,	the	more	you	must	respect	him.	•	Enemy	strength	is	reduced	more	by	losing	those	who	flee	than	those	who	flee.â¢	And	above	all,	beware	of	leading	an	army	that	is	afraid	or	unsure	of	victory.	Because	the	biggest	sign	of	impending	defeat	is
when	you	don't	believe	in	victory.	â¢	There	may	be	many	demands,	but	the	strongest	is	the	one	that	forces	you	to	victory	or	death.	â¢	Modern	wars	impoverish	both	the	masters	who	win	and	those	who	lose.	â¢	War	makes	thieves	and	peace	hangs	them.	©	1996-2014,	Amazon.com,	Inc.	The	Art	of	War,	the	only	one	of	Machiavelli's	major	works	to	be
published	during	his	lifetime,	is	a	survey	of	Machiavelli's	views	on	the	composition,	use,	and	command	of	an	army.	I	thought	Neil	Wood's	introduction	to	this	book	was	insightful	as	he	combined	Machiavelli's	views	in	this	book	with	his	other	famous	political	works	(The	Discourses	and	The	Prince).	It	also	discussed	Machiavelli's	sources	(most	examples
are	drawn	from	Greek	and	Roman	history,	as	befits	the	Renaissance).	The	only	of	Machiavelli's	major	works	to	be	published	during	his	lifetime,	The	Art	of	War	is	an	examination	of	Machiavelli's	views	on	the	composition,	employment,	and	management	of	an	army.	I	found	Neil	Wood's	introduction	to	this	book	informative	as	he	combined	Machiavelli's
views	in	this	book	with	his	other	famous	political	works	(Discourses	and	The	Prince).	He	also	discussed	Machiavelli's	sources	(most	of	his	examples).	is	from	the	history	of	Greece	and	Rome,	as	befits	Renaissance	books),	and	the	few	details	he	got	wrong,	Machiavelli	wrote	the	book	as	a	meeting	with	a	military	expert,	which	became	tiresome	as	the
participants	constantly	flattered	each	other.	and	describe	the	formations	of	his	ideal	army,	which	are	very	long	in	words.	The	attached	charts	were	a	lot	of	era	left	untranslated	by	the	translator.can	be	described	as	character	and	combativeness.	Machiavelli	says	that	it	is	formed	by	both	the	right	life	and	the	experience	of	battle.	Since	any	nation	that
conquers	all	of	its	neighbors	will	eventually	lose	experience	in	battle,	Machiavelli	argues	that	every	nation	will	eventually	lose	its	virtue	and	be	defeated	by	another,	but	he	thinks	this	can	be	delayed	a	bit.	After	opening	the	book	with	this	discussion	(which	the	author	of	the	introduction	claims	The	Art	of	War	refers	to	other	works	of	Machiavelli)	he
goes	into	more	specific	topics	of	how	to	attack	with	an	army,	how	to	march	with	an	army,	how	to	camp.	.	army,	how	to	attack/defend	a	city	and	the	best	qualities	of	a	general.	What	fascinates	me	most	about	this	book	is	the	correlation	with	an	unusual	strategy	I	recently	completed.	Although	the	authors	and	the	events	they	described	were	literally	in
another	world,	the	principles	they	espoused	are	strikingly	similar.	Both	deal	with	disciplinary	rewards	and	punishments,	terrain	effects,	army	supply,	advance	and	retreat,	forging,	and	more.	The	most	telling	advice	to	me	was	to	leave	an	escape	route	for	the	retreating	enemy	as	a	cornered	army	will	fight	harder.	Good	advice,	but	controversial.	The
principles	of	effective	warfare	seem	to	have	been	the	same	in	Greece,	Rome	and	China.	This	book	adds	some	artillery	tips	that	were	not	included	in	the	Chinese	military	classics	I	read	because	they	were	written	earlier.	it	was	tiring,	the	approach	to	strategy	and	the	connections	I	found	with	other	books	I	read	made	me	glad	I	finally	got	around	to
reading	it.	...for	other	Chinese	military	treatises	attributed	to	Sun	Tzu,	see	The	Art	of	War.	The	Art	of	War	The	Art	of	War	(Italian:	Dell'arte	della	guerra),	translated	by	Peter	Whitehorn	in	1573,	is	a	treatise	by	the	Italian	Renaissance	political	philosopher	and	historian	Niccolo	Machiavelli.	The	formatwars	are	Socratic	dialogue.	Senor	Fabrizio	Colon
(perhaps	a	persona	of	Machiavelli)	explained	the	purpose	from	the	beginning:	"To	honor	and	reward	Virtue,	not	to	despise	poverty,	to	observe	the	manners	and	precepts	of	military	discipline,	to	make	citizens	love	one	another."	to	live	without	discord,	to	value	the	private	less	than	the	common	good.	To	this	end,	Machiavelli	wrote	in	his	preface	that	the
military	is	like	the	roof	of	a	castle	that	protects	its	contents.	It	was	built	between	1519	and	1520,	written	and	published.	the	following	year,	and	was	Machiavelli's	only	historical	or	political	work	printed	during	his	lifetime,	although	in	1520	he	was	appointed	official	historian	of	Florence	and	entrusted	with	minor	civic	duties.	The	format	of	The	Art	of
War	is	contained	in	the	preface	(proemio)	and	seven	books	(chapters),	a	series	of	dialogues	in	the	Orti	Oricellari,	gardens	built	by	Bernardo	Rucellai	in	the	1490s.	years	in	classical	style,	to	place	Florentine	aristocrats	and	humanists	between	Cosimo	Rucellai	and	"Lord	Fabrizio	Colonna"	(many	believe	that	Colonna	was	Machiavelli	himself	in	disguise,
but	this	view	is	contested	by	scholars	such	as	Mansfield	[1])	discuss	with	other	patricians	of	the	recent	Florentine	Republic	and	captains:	Zanobi	Buondelmonti,	Battista	della	Palla	and	Luigi	Alamanni.	The	work	is	dedicated	to	Lorenzo	di	Filippo	Strozzi,	patrizio	Fiorentino,	in	a	preface	that	defiantly	declares	Machiavelli's	authorship.	After	repeatedly
using	the	first	person	singular	to	initiate	dialogue,	Machiavelli	refuses	to	work	and	acts	as	neither	narrator	nor	interlocutor.	Fabrizio	is	fascinated	by	the	Roman	legions	of	the	early	and	middle	Roman	Republic	and	strongly	advocates	their	adaptation	to	the	modern	Renaissance	situation	in	Florence.	Fabrizio	dominates	discussions	with	his	knowledge,
wisdom	and	insight.	The	rest	of	the	characters	mostly	just	succumb	to	his	superior	knowledge	and	simplycome	up	with	topics,	ask	him	questions	or	ask	for	clarification.	Therefore,	these	dialogues	often	turn	into	monologues	in	which	Fabrizio	describes	in	detail	how	an	army	should	be	formed,	trained,	organized,	deployed	and	used.	Background
Machiavelli's	The	Art	of	War	recalls	many	of	the	themes,	issues,	ideas,	and	suggestions	from	his	earlier,	more	widely	read	work,	The	Prince	and	Discourses.	To	a	modern	reader,	Machiavelli's	dialogue	may	seem	impractical	and	underestimate	the	effectiveness	of	both	firearms	and	cavalry.	However,	his	theories	were	based	not	only	on	a	deep	study	and
analysis	of	classical	and	modern	military	practice.	Machiavelli	served	fourteen	years	as	chancery	secretary	in	Florence	and	"personally	observed	and	reported	to	his	government	on	the	size,	composition,	armament,	morale,	and	logistical	capacity	of	the	most	effective	armed	forces	of	his	day."	,	the	local	fighting	force,	which	he	carefully	directed,



suffered	a	disastrous	defeat	at	Prato	in	1512,	leading	to	the	collapse	of	the	Florentine	republican	government.	Machiavelli	wrote	that	war	must	be	clearly	defined.	He	developed	the	philosophy	of	"limited	warfare",	that	is,	when	diplomacy	fails,	war	is	the	continuation	of	politics.	The	Art	of	War	also	highlights	the	need	for	a	national	militia	and	promotes
the	concept	of	armed	citizens.	He	believed	that	all	society,	religion,	science	and	art	are	based	on	the	security	provided	by	the	armed	forces.[3]	However,	at	the	time	he	was	writing,	firearms	were	both	technologically	and	tactically	in	their	infancy,	and	enemy	troops	armed	with	rockets	and	even	artillery	amid	volleys,	lance	attacks,	and	men	with
swords	and	shields	would	be	valuable.	Moreover,	Machiavelli	did	not	write	from	scratch;	The	Art	of	War	was	written	as	a	practical	proposal	to	the	Florentine	rulers	as	an	alternative	to	the	unreliable	mercenary	condottieri	on	which	all	Italian	city-states	depended.	AS	WELL	ASAn	army	of	wealthy	and	spoiled	citizens	to	form	a	cavalry	could	hardly	be
better.	Thus,	Machiavelli	"appeals"	to	the	advantages	for	the	militia	of	the	weapons	that	Florence	could	actually	collect	and	equip	from	her	own	resources.	However,	his	basic	idea	of	imitating	Roman	customs	was	slowly	and	pragmatically	adopted	by	many	later	rulers	and	generals,	notably	Mauritius	of	Nassau[4]	and	Gustavus	Adolf	of	Sweden[4].
They	would	lay	the	foundations	for	the	system	of	linear	tactics	that	would	dominate	warfare	in	Europe	and	the	world	until	the	end	of	the	Napoleonic	Wars.	Although	Machiavelli's	influence	as	a	military	theorist	is	often	overshadowed	by	his	writings	as	a	political	philosopher,	it	is	clear	from	his	discussions	of	military	science	and	military	affairs
elsewhere	that	he	considered	Dell'arte	della	guerra	to	be	his	most	important	work.	For	example,	in	The	Sovereign,	he	explains	that	“the	Sovereign	should	have	no	other	aim,	no	other	thought,	and	should	receive	nothing	but	his	art,	except	war	and	its	orders	and	discipline;	for	it	is	the	only	art	that	concerns	him	who	commands.”	[5]	In	the	16th	century,
21	editions	were	published,	translated	into	French,	English,	German	and	Latin.	Montaigne	called	Machiavelli,	along	with	Caesar,	Polybius	and	Comminus,	an	expert	on	military	matters.	Although	the	change	in	military	methods	brought	other	writers	to	the	fore	in	the	17th	century,	Machiavelli	was	still	frequently	quoted.	In	the	eighteenth	century,
Marshal	de	Saxe,	in	his	Meditations	on	the	Art	of	War	(1757),	made	extensive	use	of	it,	and	Algarotti,	although	without	much	reason,	saw	Machiavelli	as	the	master	who	had	taught	Frederick	the	Great	the	tactics	with	which	he	astounded.	Europe.	Like	most	people	in	the	military,	Jefferson	had	Machiavelli's	The	Art	of	War	in	his	library,	and	when	the
War	of	1812	heightened	American	interest	in	warfare,	The	Art	of	War	was	published.in	a	special	American	edition.	Europe,	when	armies	began	to	consist	of	professionals	from	different	backgrounds.	This	is	not	to	say	that	the	advances	in	military	art	in	the	16th	century—drills,	divisions,	the	division	of	armies	into	separate	units,	the	planning	and
organization	of	campaigns—were	due	to	Machiavelli's	influence.	Instead,	military	innovators	of	the	time	were	delighted	to	find	documents	that	explained	and	justified	aspects	of	their	practice.	Moreover,	in	the	sixteenth	century,	with	a	wide	knowledge	of	ancient	literature	and	a	deep	respect	for	classical	wisdom,	the	Romans	were	assumed	to	owe	their
military	triumphs	to	an	emphasis	on	discipline	and	training.	For	example,	in	the	late	16th	century,	Justus	Lipsius,	in	his	influential	writings	on	military	affairs,	also	regarded	the	Roman	military	order	as	a	consistently	valid	model.	The	content	and	format	of	the	Art	of	War	theme	are	strangely	inconsistent.	In	the	first	few	pages,	after	Cosimo	describes
his	grandfather's	inspiration	for	the	gardens	where	the	proceedings	take	place,	Fabrizio	argues	that	we	should	imitate	ancient	warfare	rather	than	ancient	art	forms.	The	Art	of	War,	however,	is	a	dialogue	in	the	humanist	tradition	of	imitating	classical	forms.	Machiavelli	himself	seems	to	have	fallen	into	the	trap	Fabrizio	criticizes	Bernardo	Rucelli.
Despite	this	inherent	contradiction,	the	book	lacks	much	of	the	cynical	tone	and	humor	that	is	so	characteristic	of	Machiavelli's	other	works.	References	^	ab	Harvey	C.Machiavelli's	Virtue,	Chicago	and	London:	University	of	Chicago	Press,	1996,	(a&b)	194,	(c)	191	and	196.	^	Christopher	Lynch,	"Introduction",	in	The	Art	of	War,	trans.	Christopher
Lynch	(Chicago:	University	of	Chicago	Press,	2003),	xiv.	^	The	Art	of	War,	Machiavelli,	p.	234.	^	a	b	Niccolò	Machiavelli,	The	Art	of	War,	trans.	Ellis	Farnesworth.	Da	Capo	Press	Edition,	2001,	with	an	introduction	by	Neil	Wood.	^	Niccolò	Machiavelli,	The	Prince	trans.	Harvey	C.	Mansfield	Jr.	(Chicago:	U	Chicago	Press,	1985),	p.14.	^	Modern
Strategists:	From	Machiavelli	to	the	Nuclear	Age,	edited	by	Peter	Parrett	(Princeton	University	Press,	1986),	p.	27.	^	Mansfield,	Harvey	C.	"Machiavelli's	Virtue"	pp.	191	and	196.	^	Hannah	Fenichel	Pitkin,	Fortune	is	a	Woman	:	Gender	and	Politics	in	the	Thought	of	NiccolÃ²	Machiavelli	(Berkeley:	University	of	California	Press,	1984),	68–69.
Wikisource	has	the	original	text	related	to	this	article:	The	Art	of	War	Notable	quotes	and	aphorisms	from	the	Art	Of	War	The	Art	of	War	and	other	writings	by	Machiavelli	The	Art	Of	War	at	Project	Gutenberg	Tudor	Translation	(editions	1560	to	1905)	and	Neville	Translation	(1675).	Public	domain	audiobook	The	Art	Of	War	on	LibriVox	(Neville
translation)	Source:	"	"https:/	/en.wikipedia	.org/w/index.php?title=The_Art_of_War_(Machiavelli_book)&oldid=1111392357"
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