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(Image	credit:	Shutterstock	/	Valery	Brozhinsky)	A	growing	number	of	internet	users	have	attempted	to	remove	information	about	themselves	online,	but	in	many	cases	have	failed	to	protect	their	privacy,	new	figures	have	shown.Four	in	five	people	(82	percent)	surveyed	in	a	major	study	by	Kaspersky	said	they	had	tried	to	remove	private	information
which	had	been	publicly	available,	either	from	websites	or	social	media	channels,	recently.However	a	third	(37	percent)	of	those	surveyed	had	no	idea	of	how	to	remove	details	about	themselves	online.Kaspersky's	study	also	found	that	more	and	more	users	have	seen	their	data	put	at	risk	as	consumers	share	more	information	online.The	survey	of
more	than	15,000	respondents	found	that	over	a	third	(34	percent)	of	consumers	have	faced	incidents	where	their	private	information	was	accessed	by	someone	who	did	not	have	their	consent.	Of	these	incidents,	over	a	quarter	(29	percent)	resulted	in	financial	losses	and	emotional	distress,	and	more	than	a	third	(35	percent)	saw	someone	able	to
gain	access	to	personal	devices	without	permission.This	rises	to	39	percent	among	those	aged	between	25	and	34,	despite	younger	internet	users	often	being	expected	to	have	higher	levels	of	technological	literacy.	Overall,	one	in	five	people	say	they	are	concerned	about	the	personal	data	that	organisations	are	collecting	about	them	and	their	loved
ones.The	news	came	shortly	after	a	similar	study	reported	more	than	half	of	American	citizens	would	not	to	use	a	product	or	a	service	that	might	disclose	their	personal	information.	Even	using	a	VPN	may	not	be	enough	to	secure	your	privacy	online,	with	a	recent	TechRadar	Pro	study	finding	that	the	privacy	of	millions	could	be	jeopardised	by	little-
known	information	sharing	treaties	designed	to	sidestep	surveillance	law.Almost	half	(46.6	percent)	of	all	VPN	services	are	headquartered	in	countries	known	to	participate	in	the	Fourteen	Eyes	intelligence	sharing	pact,	meaning	members	could	use	its	terms	to	circumvent	laws	that	prohibit	the	surveillance	of	citizens,	which	poses	a	significant	threat
to	privacy-focused	users.Keep	yourself	secure	online	with	the	best	secure	VPN	providers	of	2020	Source:	Apple	Apple	Store	online	customers	have	spotted	that	Apple	has	removed	the	'Reviews	and	Ratings'	section	from	its	website.	It	seems	the	change	was	made	overnight	between	November	16-17.	It's	been	done	in	the	US,	UK,	and	Australia,	and
doesn't	look	to	be	an	error.	An	Apple	Store	online	user	has	spotted	that	Apple	has	removed	its	'Reviews	and	Ratings'	section	from	all	of	the	products	on	its	Apple	Store	website.	As	reported	by	AppleInsider,	the	outlet	was	tipped	off	by	a	user	who	pointed	out	that	the	buyer	review	section	was	no	longer	available.	Now,	when	you	scroll	down	to	the
bottom	of	a	product'	page,	you'll	only	find	sections	for	'Compatibility'	and	'Questions	&	Answers.'	Source:	AppleInsider	Not	only	that,	the	previous	star	rating	that	used	to	be	visible	right	below	a	product's	price	has	also	disappeared.	As	the	report	notes	this	has	been	reported	across	multiple	online	store	sites	including	the	US,	UK,	and	Australia,	which
certainly	would	suggest	that	this	is	not	an	error,	but	rather	an	intentional	change.	The	report	also	mentions	a	video	posted	to	YouTube	by	Fstoppers	criticizing	Apple	and	reading	negative	reviews	from	its	website.	The	video,	titled	Apple	Fanboys,	Where	is	your	God	now?	has	garnered	nearly	60,000	views.	It	seems	there	may	have	been	some
suggestion	that	this	pushed	Apple	to	make	the	change.	However,	a	response	like	that	would	seemingly	be	far	too	reactionary,	and	not	at	all	in	keeping	with	Apple's	character.	It's	more	likely	that	the	change	was	planned	by	Apple,	however,	there	is	no	indication	from	reports	as	to	why	this	may	have	occurred.	It	could	be	argued	that	the	'Ratings	and
Reviews'	section	had	become	a	forum	for	many	to	vent	their	frustrations	at	certain	Apple	practices	and	features,	perhaps	not	directly	related	to	the	product	they	had	purchased.	For	example,	The	Verge	points	out	that	Apple's	Lightning	to	3.5mm	headphone	adapter	had	735	one-star	reviews.	It	wouldn't	be	a	stretch	to	imagine	that	plenty	of	these	are
customers	angry	at	the	fact	that	Apple	has	removed	the	headphone	jack	from	its	iPhones,	requiring	customers	to	purchase	a	separate,	extra	device	if	they	wish	to	have	such	capability.	The	only	thing	we	know	for	certain	is	that	for	now	when	shopping	on	Apple's	online	store,	you	won't	be	able	to	see	reviews	or	ratings	on	any	Apple	Store	online
products.	Last	Updated	on	July	12,	2021	Sitting	on	my	dining	room	table,	I	currently	have	half	a	dozen	projects	in	various	states	of	doneness.	Some	involve	vivisected	computer	parts,	others	will	eventually	be	wearable	and	a	few	are	just	cool	things	I’ve	ran	across	on	the	internet.	I	like	doing	things	myself	—	I	think	the	DIY	bug	is	one	of	the	best
communicable	diseases	in	the	lifehack	community.These	eighty	sites	are	the	places	I	turn	to	when	I’m	trying	to	figure	out	how	to	accomplish	any	particular	goal.	Any	time	I’m	facing	a	new	project,	I	start	searching	for	how-tos	that	will	help	me	figure	out	how	other	people	did	similar	things	and	how	likely	I	am	to	finish	the	project	with	all	ten	fingers
still	intact.	I’ve	broken	them	up	into	a	few	different	categories,	just	to	help	you	narrow	down	what	you	might	be	looking	for.	Some	are	simply	archives	full	of	tutorials.	Some	are	blogs	that	publish	how-tos	fairly	regularly.	Some	are	just	great	resource	sites.	But	they	all	have	provided	me	with	the	information	necessary	to	carry	through	on	a	project.
Every	How-To	They	Can	Get	Their	Hands	OnThese	ten	sites	are	more	than	happy	to	host	any	how-to	around.	I’ve	seen	everything	from	computer	hardware	hacks	to	instructions	for	brewing	beer	on	these	sites.	This	is	the	place	to	start	—	you	can	narrow	down	your	search	as	you	get	a	better	idea	of	your	project.Become	a	Technophile	in	Ten	Easy
StepsEach	of	these	sites	focuses	primarily	on	providing	the	hacks	you	need	to	make	sure	that	you	have	the	best	hardware	and	software	around.	One	word	of	warning:	you	might	run	across	some	obsolete	answers	to	your	questions	in	the	archives.	Software	how-tos	don’t	age	as	well	as	tips	on	building	new	furniture	Habitat	Hacks	You	Can	Live	WithIf
you’re	ready	to	make	your	home	a	little	more	customized,	these	sites	will	walk	you	through	projects	ranging	from	building	furniture	to	home	theaters	for	beginners.	Remember,	when	it	comes	to	your	landlord,	begging	forgiveness	is	probably	easier	than	asking	for	permission.Frugality	gurus	and	health	nuts	alike	advocate	making	your	own	food.	Very
few	of	us	have	access	to	either	Grandma	or	a	professional	chef	willing	to	walk	us	through	the	steps	of	homemade	food,	though.	It’s	time	to	turn	to	a	few	how-tos	and	recipes	that	can	help	us	out.	Sewing	and	Other	‘Feminine	Arts’It	seems	like	most	crafters	are	have	two	X	chromosomes,	but	there’s	no	reason	to	count	out	knitting	just	because	you	have
a	Y	chromosome.	Heck,	even	Rosey	Grier,	defensive	linebacker	for	the	LA	Rams,	knitted	some	nice	scarves.Doing	Business	Your	WayLooking	for	some	instructions	on	getting	your	business	going	a	little	faster?	These	sites	have	all	sorts	of	tips,	how-tos	and	ideas	for	getting	your	business	up	to	speed.	Keep	in	mind,	though,	that	not	every	business	is	the
same.	Different	businesses	have	different	needs	when	if	comes	to	growing.	Hack	Your	Wallet	and	What’s	In	ItNo	matter	how	you	earn	your	money,	keeping	those	dollars	in	your	hands	can	be	a	struggle.	Plenty	of	sites	offer	tips,	tricks	and	tutorials	to	help	you	do	just	that	—	beyond	improving	your	earning	power,	these	sites	can	help	you	keep	what	you
already	have.Not	all	projects	have	a	clear	end	result.	There	are	plenty	of	opportunities	to	improve	how	you	approach	new	tasks,	study	for	tests	and	generally	use	your	brain.	Personally,	these	projects	are	often	my	favorites:	I	don’t	need	lots	of	tools	to	carry	them	out	and	I	can	often	use	them	to	help	my	approach	to	other	projects	entirely.	There	are
millions	of	sites	out	on	the	web	with	tutorials,	instructions	and	tips	for	just	about	every	project	you	dream	up	—	not	necessarily	a	site	that	can	tell	you	how	to	do	what	you	have	planned,	but	definitely	one	that	can	give	you	a	starting	point.	These	eighty	sites	are	just	that	—	a	starting	point.	These	are	places	worth	looking	when	you	have	a	specific
project	in	mind,	sites	that	can	get	you	started	on	your	plans.	Oh,	and	there’s	one	more	that’s	worth	checking:	LifeHack.	I’d	be	horribly	remiss	if	I	didn’t	mention	this	site:	it’s	an	amazing	resource	when	you’re	trying	to	decide	how	to	tackle	a	new	project.Featured	photo	credit:	Jo	Szczepanska	via	unsplash.com	Time—it’s	easily	wasted	in	the	pursuit	of
work	or	enjoyment.	You	can	track	your	time	with	all	kinds	of	applications,	from	Pomodoro	timers	to	good,	old-fashioned	sand	timers.	You	might	want	to	track	your	time	to	stay	productive,	to	help	your	kids	do	their	homework,	or	just	as	a	reminder	to	check	the	oven	before	dinner.	Timers	are	everywhere,	but	if	you’re	looking	for	a	distraction-free,	quick
timer	for	your	tasks,	you	could	use	a	free	online	timer.	Thousands	of	these	exist,	all	with	fairly	similar	features,	but	with	some	surprises	to	help	you	track	your	time.	If	you’re	looking	for	an	online	timer	clock	to	use,	here	are	a	few	options	for	you	to	try.	Timerdoro	The	Pomodoro	free	online	timer	is	a	classic,	designed	as	a	way	to	clear	through	tasks	in
25-minute	cycles,	with	short	breaks	afterward.	The	imaginatively-named	Timerdoro	uses	this	approach,	giving	users	a	free	online	timer	clock	to	track	time	in	small,	25-minute	slots.	Alongside	the	25-minute	Pomodoro	timer,	you	can	switch	to	various	other	preset	options,	including	5-minute	break	timers	or	2-minute	quick	task	timers.	You	can	also	set
your	own	times,	with	various	audio	signals	available	to	alert	you	when	the	time	is	up.	You	can	sign	up	for	a	free	Timerdoro	account,	allowing	you	to	save	your	common	timers,	or	use	it	entirely	for	free	without	signing	in.	TomatoTimer	Another	Pomodoro-focused	timer,	TomatoTimer	is	a	quick	and	free	online	timer	for	you	to	use	for	work,	school,	and
more.	The	25-minute	timer	is	the	default,	but	you	can	switch	to	10	or	5-minute	timers	instead,	or	customize	these	times	in	the	TomatoTimer	settings	area.	TomatoTimer	is	simple	to	use,	with	buttons	to	start,	stop,	or	reset	the	timers,	and	audio	alerts	once	the	timer	ends.	Keyboard	shortcuts	are	also	available,	too,	for	a	hands-free	approach.		If	you’re
using	Chrome	or	Firefox,	you	can	set	desktop	notifications	to	alert	you	when	a	timer	is	up,	although	you	can	disable	browser	notifications	if	these	become	annoying	later.	No	sign-in	is	required	either,	but	you	can	check	the	TomatoTimer	time	log	for	a	history	of	your	previous	timers,	although	these	won’t	save	indefinitely.	Toggl	Online	Timer	Toggl	is	a
great	time	management	tool	for	freelancers	and	businesses	looking	to	track	tasks	and	work,	with	mobile	apps	and	extensions	to	allow	you	to	take	your	timer	anywhere.	If	you	don’t	have	a	Toggl	account,	however,	you	can	use	the	Toggl	Online	Timer	in	your	browser	for	free.	If	simplicity	is	what	you’re	looking	for,	Toggl	Online	Timer	is	all	you’re	going
to	need—press	Start	to	start	the	timer,	Pause	to	pause	it,	or	Reset	to	reset	it.	It	couldn’t	be	simpler,	as	this	timer	is	the	kind	you’ll	want	to	save	to	your	bookmarks	for	emergencies.	Of	course,	if	you	like	the	Toggl	experience,	you	can	sign	up	and	take	full	advantage	of	its	time	tracking	features	for	free,	although	paid	subscriptions	with	additional
features	are	available.	Pomofocus	If	you	need	a	free	online	timer	to	keep	you	focused,	then	the	Pomofocus	timer	could	be	what	you	need.	It	offers	25,	15,	and	5-minute	timers,	including	a	task	timer	that	lets	you	create	multiple	timers	for	longer	projects.	Pomofocus	also	offers	a	personal	report,	showing	your	daily,	weekly,	and	monthly	hours.	If	you
need	desktop	notifications,	you	can	enable	these	when	you	first	start	a	timer.	Settings	are	also	available,	allowing	you	to	change	the	preset	timer	alerts,	change	sound	volumes,	as	well	as	switch	to	a	darker	mode.	If	you	want	to	save	your	settings,	you	can	sign	in	to	Pomofocus	using	your	Google	account.	Timer	Tab	Many	of	the	free	online	timer	sites	in
this	list	are	stable,	long-term	sites	that	do	exactly	what	they	say—time	you	until	the	timer	ends.	Timer	Tab	is	no	different,	but	with	regular	updates,	new	features,	and	performance	improvements,	its	a	tool	that	deserves	consideration	for	your	quick	timer	needs.	Timer	Tab	is	both	timer	and	clock,	allowing	you	to	count	down	with	timers	that	can	be
hourly,	or	by	the	minute	or	second.	You	can	also	set	an	alarm	clock	with	Timer	Tab,	giving	you	an	alert	when	the	time	is	hit.	If	you	want	to	count	upwards,	Timer	Tab’s	stopwatch	feature	is	perfect	for	this,	too,	allowing	you	to	pause	or	reset	the	stopwatch	whenever	you	like,	making	it	a	great	online	timer	for	kids	homework.	You	can	also	set	custom
themes	or	customize	your	own	themes	for	the	site–all	for	free.		Online-Stopwatch	Fast	and	free,	Online-Stopwatch	has	been	around	for	years,	originally	as	a	Flash-based	timer	for	your	browser.	Remade	with	HTML5	for	a	more	modern	audience,	Online-Stopwatch	continues	to	offer	different	timers	for	users,	including	an	online	timer	for	kids	to	use	in
the	classroom.	You	can	also	use	the	Online-Stopwatch	service	to	create	your	own	timer,	with	themes	and	templates	to	customize	it	to	suit	your	own	requirements.	Don’t	let	its	outdated	appearance	fool	you,	as	Online-Stopwatch	is	a	clear	and	simple	timer	that	doesn’t	try	to	impress	with	bells	and	whistles.	If	you	like	the	service,	you	can	support	its
development	with	a	premium	subscription.	Google	Timer	If	you’re	aiming	for	simple,	you	can	head	straight	to	Google	to	set	up	a	quick	free	online	timer	in	your	browser.	Open	up	Google	search	and	type	timer	to	begin.		The	Google	timer	appears	at	the	top	of	the	search	results,	just	above	Online-Stopwatch	(another	recommendation	in	this	list).	Options
to	control	the	free	online	timer	are	simple—press	Start,	Stop,	or	Reset.	You	can	also	switch	between	Google’s	timer	mode	to	go	downwards,	or	switch	to	the	stopwatch	mode	to	count	upwards.	If	you’re	looking	for	something	simple,	this	is	the	only	online	timer	clock	that	you’ll	probably	need.	Other,	more	advanced	options	are	available	in	the	search
results	below	the	timer	(including	some	of	those	listed	in	this	list).	Saving	Time	Online	With	free	online	timers	like	these,	you	don’t	need	to	pay	to	keep	your	timings	on	track.	Whether	it’s	for	work	or	play,	these	online	timers	can	help	you	keep	to	a	schedule	or	boost	your	productivity,	but	they	remain	simple	and	free	for	all	types	of	users.	More
advanced	time-tracking	options,	like	Toggl,	are	available,	however.	If	you’re	looking	to	track	your	daily	tasks,	few	services	can	beat	Trello	or	Evernote	for	freelancers	or	small	businesses,	however,	with	plenty	of	Trello	tips	for	new	and	advanced	users	to	try.		
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